Detection of influenza A in clinical specimens and cell culture fluid by a commercial EIA.
A MoAb-based capture EIA for the direct detection of influenza A from clinical samples was compared with cell culture isolation. A total of 330 respiratory specimens were submitted for detection of influenza A and/or other respiratory viruses. Influenza A was detected in 39 of 330 (12%) respiratory samples by culture or EIA. There were 33 concordant (EIA+/Culture-) samples (82%), and 6 discordant samples (3 EIA +/Culture-; 3 EIA-/Culture+). Compared to viral isolation, the EIA had a sensitivity of 92%, a specificity of 98%, with positive and negative predictive values of 92% and 99%, respectively.